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AF epidemiology in Korean Population

Lee SR, Choi EK et al. Int J Cardiol 2017;236:226-231

0.7% of the adult population 
aged ≥20 years

⚫ Entire Korean population (n=41,505,679)
⚫ The prevalence of AF in Korea consistently increased by 1.7-fold from 0.4% in 2008 to 0.7% in 2015 

(n=276,246)

2.3% AF pts among ≥60 years 4.2% among those 
aged ≥80 years



Annual incidence (A) and prevalence (B) of AF

Kim DH, Joung B et al. Am Heart J 2018;202:20-6.



Regional prevalence of AF and stroke in Korea

Lee SR, Choi EK et al. Korean Circ J. 2018;48:622-634



Kim DH, Joung B et al. Heart 2018



Increased risk of Mortality in Korean AF

• AF pts were at 3.7-fold increased risk of all-cause death compared with the general population 

• SMR for all-cause death was the greatest in the young ages and attenuated with increasing age 

Lee EJ, Choi EK et al. PLOSone 2018

Rank Total Cohort AF patients

ICD-10 codes Number (%) ICD-10 codes Number (%)

1 Malignant neoplasms (C) 15,440 (27.6) Diseases of the circulatory system (I) 1,701 (38.0)

2 Diseases of the circulatory system (I) 12,546 (22.4) Malignant neoplasms (C) 1,046 (23.4)

3 Injury, poisoning and certain other

consequences of external causes (S & T)

6,779 (12.1) Diseases of the respiratory system (J) 372 (8.4)

4 Symptoms, signs and abnormal clinical and

laboratory findings, not elsewhere classified

(R)

5,978 (10.7) Symptoms, signs and abnormal clinical and

laboratory findings, not elsewhere classified

(R)

275 (6.2)

5 Diseases of the respiratory system (J) 3,669 (6.6) Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic

diseases (E)

253 (5.7)

6 Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic

diseases (E)

2,649 (4.7) Injury, poisoning and certain other

consequences of external causes (S & T)

195 (4.4)

7 Diseases of the digestive system (K) 2,496 (4.5) Diseases of the digestive system (K) 156 (3.5)

8 Certain infectious and parasitic diseases (A

& B)

1,332 (2.3) Diseases of the genitourinary system (N) 124 (2.8)

9 Diseases of the nervous system (G) 1,303 (2.3) Certain infectious and parasitic diseases (A &

B)

108 (2.4)

10 Mental, behavioral and neurodevelopmental

disorders (F)

1,025 (1.8) Diseases of the nervous system (G) 71 (1.6)

Cerebrovascular diseases (I60-9) 16.3

Ischemic heart diseases (I20-5) 8.2

Hypertensive diseases (I10-3) 3.4

Heart failure (I50) 3.2

Other circulatory diseases 6.8



Temporal Trends of ED Visits and AF related 
complications in pts with AF

Lee SR, Choi EK, Kwon WY, Shin SD, Lip GYH et al. JCM 2020



Underutilization of Antithrombotic therapy 
in the Entire Korean Population

Lee SR, Choi EK et al. PLOS one 2017 Dec

AF patients with CHA2DS2-VASc score ≥ 2 points (n=230,332 in 2015)



Temporal trends of AF RFCA in Korea

Lee EJ, Lee SR, Choi EK, Oh S et al. JCE 2020



Taskforce Team of AF factsheet
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